IN THE CLAIMS : 

Pleasg^incel Claims 4, 5, 8 and 9 without prejudice or disclaimer of subject 
matter. Please amend Claims 1, 10, 12, 14, 18, 20 and 22 as follows. The claims, as 
pending in the subject application, read as follows: 




\ 1. (Currently Amended) An image input apparatus comprising: 

\ 

conv e rsion m e ans for conv e rting an image signal into digital information; 
readmg means for reading an encryption key stored in from an external 



source; 



means; 




first storageHneans for storing said encryption key r ead by the reading 



s e cond sto r ag e m e ahs for storing said encryption key to execute an 



encryption process; 

encryption means for encrypting the digital information by using said 
encryption key stored in the s e cond storage means; and 

output means for outputting the encrypted digital information after 
completion of the encryption by said encryption means: and 

erasing means for erasing said encryption^ey stored in from said first and 
seeond storage means corresponding to the outputting of the>encrvpted digital information 
coincid e nt with completion of th e digital information being encrypted by the e ncryption 



means . 
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\ 2. (Original) An image input apparatus according to claim 1 5 wherein said 

\ 

encryption means encrypts the digital information which has undergone a high-efficiency 
coding operation) 



3. (Original) An image input apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising image pick-upVneans for optically picking up an image of a subject and for 
generating an image signal frtjm the picked-up image. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) An image inpu^sapparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
encryption key comprises an encryption key based on a common key cryptosystem. 

7. (Original) An image input apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
encryption key comprises an encryption key based on ^public key cryptosystem. 

8. (Canceled) 



9. (Canceled) 





\ 



\ 



10. (Currently Amended) An image input method comprising the steps of: 



\ 



\ 



converting an image signal into digital information; 



Reading an encryption key stored in form an external source; 
a M r st sto r ag e st e p of storing said encryption key in a first storage means; 
a s e ebnd storage step of storing said encryption key in a s e cond storag e 



means to execute an encryption process; 

encrypting\thc digital information by using said encryption key stored in 
said s e cond storage means; and 

outputting the encrypted digital information after completion of the 
encryption in said encrypting step\ and 

erasing said encryption key stored in from said fi r st and second storage 
means corresponding to the outputting Vf the encrypted digital information coincident with 
com p letion of the digital information brink encrypt e d in the encry p ting step . 

11. (Original) An image input method according to claim 10, wherein the 
digital information which has undergone a high-efficiency coding operation is encrypted. 

12. (Currently Amended) An image input method according to claim 10, 
wherein tire an image signal is generated from an optically picked up image of a subject 
which is converted into the digital information. \ 
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13. (Original) An image input method according to claim 10, wherein said 
encryption key comprises an encryption key based on one of a common key cryptosystem 
and a public key cryptosystem. 




14. (Curtently Amended) An encryption processing program stored in a 
computer-readable medium, comprising: 

a step of converting an image signal into digital information; 

a step of reading an encryption key stored in from an external source; 

a first storage step of storing said encryption key in a first storage means; 

a s e cond storag e st e p of storing said e ncry p tion key in a second storage 
means to execute an encryption process^ 

a step of encrypting the dig^al information by using said encryption key 
stored in said seeond storage means: and 

a step of outputting the encrypted digital information after completion of the 
encryption in said encrypting step: and 

a step of erasing said encryption key stored in f r om said fi r st and said 
second storage means corresponding to the outputtingW the encrypted digital information 



coincid e nt with completion of the digital information 



in the e ncrypting 



step. 



18. (Currently Amended) An image input apparatus comprising: 
conversion means for converting an image signal into digital information, 
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m 



information encryption means for encrypting the digital information by 
using an inte^jal encryption key st o red within said imag e input apparatus ; 

Obtaining means for obtaining an external encryption key stored in an 
external source; \ 

storage means for storing said inputting from an external source an external 
encryption key to execute a key for e ncrypting said internal encryption key process ; 

key encryption means for encrypting said internal encryption key by using 
said external encryption key stored in said storage means and storing said external 
encryption k e y in a plurality of storage means ; and 

output means for oktputting the encrypted digital information and the 
encrypted internal encryption key afW completion of the key encryption by said key 
encryption means; and 

erasing means for erasing Wh the external internal encryption key stored in 
th e image input apparatus and the external encryption key stored in said plurality of storage 
means corresponding to the outputting of the encrypted digital information and the 
encrypted internal encryption key coincident witf^ completion of encrypting the internal 
e ncryption key by the key encryption means . 



19. (Original) An image input apparatus according to claim 1-8, wherein 
said internal encryption key comprises an encryption ke^ based on a common key 
cryptosystem, and said external encryption key comprises\an encryption key based on a 
public key cryptosystem. 
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\ 

^0. (Currently Amended) An image input method for an image input 
apparatus comprising the steps of: 

converting an image signal into digital information; 

encrypting die digital information by using an internal encryption key stored 
within said image input apparatus ; 

obtaining from an external source an e xternal encryption key stored in an 
external source fo r encrvpting\said internal encryption k e y : 

storing said external encryption key in a storage means to execute a key 
encryption process: 

key encrypting said internal encryption key by using said external 
encryption key stored in said storage means and storing said external encryption key in a 
plu r ality of storag e means: and 

outputting the encrypted digitkl information and the encrypted internal 
encryption key after completion of the key encryption by in said key encryption step: and 

erasing both the internal e nc r yption key stored in th e image input apparatus 
and the external encryption key stored in said pluralky of storage means corresponding to 
the outputting of the encrypted digital information anoVthe encrypted internal encryption 
key coincid e nt with compl e tion of the st e p of encryptingyth e int e rnal encryption k e y using 
the external encryption key . 

22. (Currently Amended) An encryption processing program stored in a 
computer-readable medium, comprising: 
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step of converting an image signal into digital information; 
a st^p of encrypting the digital information by using an internal encryption 
key sto r ed within an miagc input apparatus ; 

a step of obtaining from an external sourc e an external encryption key stored 
in an external source for encWpting said int e rnal encryption k e y : 

a step of storing said external encryption key in a storage means to execute a 
key encryption process: 

a step of key encryptinjksaid internal encryption key by using said external 
encryption key stored in said storage means and sto r ing said e xternal encryption key in a 
plurality of storage means: and 

a step of outputting the encryptecKdigital information and the encrypted 
internal encryption key after completion of the key encryption in said key encrypting step: 
and 

a step of erasing both the internal e ncryption key stored in the image input 
apparatus and the external encryption key stored in said plurality of storage means 
corresponding to the outputting of the encrypted digital information and the encrypted 
internal encryption key coincident with completion of the step of^ncrypting the i nternal 
encryption k e y . 
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